
Pastor’s Greeting 
 

 

Greetings in the Name of Christ!                                                                                         September 2019 

Jesus said, “It is better to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35) I loved getting gifts as a child. As I grew 

up, I got even more satisfaction from giving someone else a gift that I knew they wanted but would 

never buy for themselves. It’s hard to imagine what it would be like to never have enough for yourself 

and your family, let alone enough to share with someone else. Some of us have been in similar situations 

for a period of our lives, but it is not the norm in our culture.  

A few weeks ago, I shared what it would be like to live below the poverty level, as about 1 in 7 do 

around the globe. No house; maybe a shed or shanty. A table and a couple chairs are your only furniture. 

Your cupboard contains some rice, some beans, and some flour. You spend about 1/3 of your income on 

rent and loan sharks. You have no running water or indoor facilities, no electronics, no access to a 

doctor, you can’t read, and your life expectancy is reduced by 25 years. (If you missed this sermon, 

YouTube Aug. 4, 2019 service.) 

It is shocking that our pets live better lives than nearly 15% of the world’s population! We are so 

blessed! Anne Robertson put it this way: 

In the end, this all goes back to the notion of stewardship. Nothing we have is ours. Not our 

money or possessions, not our family or our bodies. It is all God’s and we are the trustees of 

God’s possessions. God treats us well as trustees…we are greatly blessed. But, like Abraham, 

the whole point of God’s blessing is to make us better able to share God’s blessings with 

others. We are blessed to be a blessing for all the nations of the earth. 

We are called to share our prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness as a demonstration of our 

gratitude for all God has done for us. I have challenged the congregation to live out this pledge by 

funding an ark for Heifer International. This $5,000 gift provides animals, training, and community 

support for recipients.  

Twenty-three years ago, on Labor Day weekend, the old building burned. The church had nothing 

physical left. With God’s help, today we have a great facility, a vibrant ministry, and a spirit-filled 

congregation that seeks to live out our faith. Last summer we were able to pay to pave the parking lot 

within three weeks!  

This year, we plan to celebrate God’s goodness by funding this project during September. Donations can 

be sent to the church or placed in the offering plates, clearly marked “Heifer”. 

Pastor Barre 


