
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 
 

Lay Leadership 

 No discussion concerning November &  

December 
 

Strategic Planning 

 Pastor Barre will be offering a 34-week 

Disciple I Course starting in January 2020 

 Upon completion of Disciple I, that time slot 

will be used for an alternative service 

 Information received on safety for church 

property (outdoor cameras) was forwarded 

to Trustee’s 
 

Lay Leader 

 Mountain View District will offer additional 

Lay Leader courses at beginning of next 

year 
 

Worship Committee 

 November 3   – All Saint’s Day 

 November 24 – Hanging of the Greens 

 November 25 – Thanksgiving Service – 

7PM @ Avoca 

 December 24 – Christmas Eve Service – 

6PM @ Avoca 

 December 29 – Joint Service with 

Mitchellsville – 10AM @ Avoca 
 

Pastor Parish Relations Committee (PPRC) 

 Requested Pastor Barre to stay another year 
 

Membership Committee 

 Current membership – 93 

 Seven names were presented at the Church 

Conference for removal due to lack of 

response to three letters concerning their 

membership status 
 

Puppet Ministry 

 Puppets will not do a program in December 

@ Avoca 

 Puppets will do a program at the 

Mitchellsville Children’s Christmas party 
 

Active Shooter Policy 

 Discussed purchase of AED (Automatic 

External Defibrillator). Quote to purchase 

received and forwarded to Trustee’s for 

review. 

 Four walky-talky’s are currently being used 

for an alarm system 

 Discussed need for crash bars on the front 

doors 

 Discussed alarm systems  

 Discussed replacing wasp spray with bear 

spray 
 

Lighthouse Christmas 

 November 5 – food boxes will be packed 

 November 9 – will be give-away 

 Invitations sent to 76 families in the Avoca 

School District 

 Local scouts are doing a food drive 
 

Mobile Food Pantry 

 165 families (394 individuals) were served 

September 11
th

 

 156 families (374 individuals) were served 

October 9th 

 Additional volunteers are needed 
 

Chatter on the Ladder 

 Self-sustaining financially 

 Average attendance 8-10 each day 
 

Choir and Joyful Noise Choir 

 Regular choir will sing at Thanksgiving 

Service, the 4 Advent Sundays, and 

Christmas Eve 

 Joyful Noise Choir is on hiatus until March 
 

Fundraisers 

 Merchant cards – YTD - $378.18 

 Tops Cash for Causes – YTD - $240.00 

 Pizza Hut – YTD - $485.35 

December 9
th

 – next Pizza Hut Night 
 

Concerts 

 December 14, 2019 – Dave Burdick 

– 6PM dinner, 7PM concert 
 September 3, 2020 – The Puffers – 6PM 

dinner, 7PM concert 

 

WE DID IT !!! 
 

Thanks to all who donated to Pastor 

Barre’s challenge to raise $5,000 to 

purchase a Heifer Gift Ark.  As of 

Sunday, October 27
th

 we will have made 

our goal.  Your support of this project is 

sincerely appreciated. 

 



TRUSTEE ACTIVITY REPORT 

For September/October 2019  

Submitted by Bill Heard 
 

Our regularly scheduled meetings of the Board of 

Trustees was September 5, 2019.  This was the first 

scheduled meeting after the summer meeting break.  
  

Activities discussed and completed included: 

 The makeup air damper for the furnace 

room has been installed and connected to 

the furnace gas valve solenoid, so when the 

gas valve opens on to the furnace the 

damper will also open allowing outside air 

to enter the room.    

 We discussed replacing the road sign on 

route 415 at the exit of route 390. Quotes 

will be requested for this project. 

 Rain gutter on the rear of the parsonage has 

pin hole leaks and will need to be replaced. 

We will get quotes to replace in the spring. 

 The speaker mount holes in the sanctuary 

wall have been repaired. 

 The plywood around the dryer vent at the 

parsonage needs to be replaced.  

 The boilers have been serviced for the 

winter season. 

 We discussed installing a panic bar on 

the main entrance to the church and 

additional alarm systems. Further 

consideration and action will be 

required.  

 Next meeting November 7, 2019. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT  

September 2019 – Ron Salles  
 

We received more in our General Fund than we 

spent during August and September 2019. The 

General Fund reserves are currently maintaining a 

little more than a two week margin.  The reserves 

will be significantly reduced the beginning of 

December when the church insurance premium is 

due.   
 

We received more than we spent in our Mission 

Funds during August and September 2019.  We are 

maintaining a modest reserve in Mission Funds and 

building towards the Lighthouse Christmas and 

Heifer Ark donations, which will be paid out in 

October/November.   
 

Please remember your United Methodist Church 

Membership Pledge, “To faithfully participate in its 

ministries by your prayers, your presence, your 

gifts, your service, and your witness.”    
 

If you have any questions please contact  

Ron Salles (ronald.salles@me.com).    

 

AUDIO VISUAL DEPARTMENT 

Ron Salles 
 

Please visit our webpage at avocaumc.com and find 

the links to our Facebook page and Youtube 

Channel.   
 

We continue to record the Sunday Service and 

publishing it on our Youtube Channel.  

Unfortunately anything that is copyrighted must be 

removed from the recording and things that are 

private (like prayer requests) are also removed.  If 

you can’t attend, or are traveling you can still see 

the service.  I try to post it by that evening or the 

next day at the latest. The post goes to the church’s 

Facebook account as well as the Youtube account.  

If you are a Youtube subsciber, you should get 

notification when you log on to Youtube.  Please 

share with your friends.       
 

Remember we do record the service on DVD, so if 

you can’t attend for any reason and you want to see 

the entire service with the prayers and music, etc., 

let me know and we will get a copy to you.   
 

If you have any questions please contact  

Ron Salles (ronald.salles@me.com).    

 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

Fred Groner 
 

The group recently started a new Bible study text 

titled:  Favorite Bible Passages Volume 2.  The first 

session involved Adam and Eve in the garden and 

their decision to go against the will of God and eat 

the apple.  We all know that decision was a bad one.  

It lead mankind into big problems and the terrible 

mess the world experiences today. 
 

What Bible students often miss in studying Adam 

and Eve is the perfect, ideal, and loving relationship 

which existed between God and Adam and Eve, pre 

apple.  All was well, life was wonderful – no 

problems.  Adam and Eve, however, thought they 

could do better by following Satan by eating the 

mailto:sallesr@juno.com
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apple.  Their relationship with God then ended – 

problems started. 
 

Bible readers can now learn how man can restore 

that ultimate God-man relationship by studying 

Genesis to Revelation.  This might be described as a 

back-to-the-future objective.  Knowledge of the 

Biblical meaning of the word relationship is all-

important.   
 

Simply going to church does not establish 

relationship.  Doing works doesn’t establish 

relationship.  Being born again does establish 

relationship.  Salvation is relationship achieved.  

Christianity is definitely relationship – not a 

religion.  
 

This subject of relationship and its meaning makes 

great Bible study and discussion.  The group meets 

each Sunday at 9:30 AM (except on special 

Sundays).  All men are welcome. 

 

RAMP MINISTRY 
 

Although the weather hasn’t cooperated very well, 

the Ramp Ministry goes on.  We have completed 37 

ramps this year for a total of 543. We still have 29 

on the “to do” list. We have also removed and 

refurbished 20 ramps that were no longer needed.   
 

The volunteers are very dedicated, but lately it has 

been difficult to muster a crew on any given day. 

Everyone has other commitments: doctor 

appointments, family gatherings, illnesses, injuries, 

trips and other volunteer duties.  We need a 

minimum of 8 to safely build a ramp.  We have 

done some with as little as 3 to 5, but that is hard, 

stressful and could be dangerous because of the 

long days required with an under staffed crew.  
 

WE NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS.  Please, if you 

could spare a little time to help your fellow 

mankind, join us in continuing the Ramp Ministry.  

It is a joy to share God’s love and you will never 

find a more rewarding way to help. 
 

Sharing God’s Love on behalf of the Ramp Guys,                                                                                                                                                

Glenn Davis, Ramp Guys Coordinator 

 

TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 

It has been nine months since the Warner family 

lost our leading lady and begun the process of 

restructuring our lives without her firm and loving 

guidance.  Many of you have had a similar 

challenge in your lives and discovered ways to 

adapt and move on.  For Bill and I the support of 

our church family in so many different ways has 

helped ease us through this first part of our 

transition.  Warm greetings, inquiries into how we 

were doing, a pat on the shoulder, a reminiscence of 

some time you had with Sally, remembrances of her 

long, faithful and highly competent musical 

contributions to services of all sorts, how much her 

notes and cards brightened and uplifted your spirits, 

some food contributions and so many little but 

meaningful acts of compassion and caring have 

bolstered us and made it a little easier for us to labor 

forward.  This has been on your parts, a putting into 

practice one of the basic aspects of Christian 

fellowship.  It has been a most helpful and 

appreciated group of actions on your part and 

without making a loud response, in our hearts we 

are truly and sincerely grateful.  Howard and Bill 

 

THANKSGIVING DAY 

Arthur J. Stair 
 

Thanksgiving Day! How sweet the sound, 

Sweet music to the ear. 

Its birthplace is in the U.S.A. 

And it reappears each year. 
 

To many people that I know, 

It’s just another day. 

To them the only difference is, 

Instead of work, they play. 
 

The golfer jumps into his cart, 

The hunter grabs his gun. 

They seem to think this day was named 

Exclusively for fun. 
 

Our loving God again has blessed 

This land with precious wheat. 

This furnishes the “Staff of life” 

And other things to eat. 
 

Now surely, you can spare one day 

Just set aside to praise; 

And show your thankfulness to God 

For the food He’s helped us raise. 
 

So please, my friend, just rest a while 

To think, and praise, and pray. 

And give to God your best, your all, 

On this Thanksgiving Day. 

 



BIRTHDAYS 

November        December 
 

8   Jonathon Ortiz 2   Marguerite English 

9   Dorrie Stowe     3   Bill Heard 

14 Bruce English 4   Jane Salles 

15 Anthony Ortiz 8   Bev Welch 

18 Mikey Sorge 13 Ron Salles 

19 Ashley Hint 17 Mary Weldy 

20 Chuck Cagle 21 Pat Wright 

21 Pastor Barre Butts 22 Bonnie Hunt 

27 Jenny Hint  23 Olivia Hint 

28 Sharill Stewart 26 Marge Wood 

29 Elizabeth Hint  

29 Carol Preston  
   

                    ANNIVERSARIES 

November 
 

9   Pat & Donna Wright 

24 Henry & Cindy Gottschall 
 

December 
 

6   Bill & Sande Thomas 

 

LIBRARY CORNER 

“ANNIE’S SONG” 

By Catherine Anderson 

Reviewed by Rita Slayton 
 

I’ve read a lot of books by Catherine Anderson and 

have never found one I didn’t like; each seems more 

mesmerizing than the last and this one is no 

exception. 
 

The story centers on a young woman who has been 

deaf for many years because of an ill-treated, 

childhood ear infection.  She grew up unloved and 

shoved out of sight so people wouldn’t know the 

judge had a “retarded” daughter.  By herself she 

learned some lip reading but had none of the 

advantages her sisters had nor pretty clothes and 

parties like them. 

She was allowed to roam the large estate and could 

even go to the river.  On one of her walks, she was 

attacked and brutally raped.  Life seems to go along 

as usual until her mother finally notices she’s 

gaining weight and begins to restrict her diet, 

among other punishments and curtailments.  Then 

they hear the facts and the real story begins.  It 

weaves around to show how love and understanding 

can really change lives.   
 

I hope you, (men and women alike) grab this book 

and hold tight to the end.  The men can learn as 

much about love and life as the women and the 

journey is not one bit painful. 

 

RECIPE CORNER 

CROCK POT CHEESY CHICKEN, BACON, & 

TATER TOTS CASSEROLE 
 

Ingredients: 

 1 (32 oz) bag tater tots 

 3 oz crumbled bacon pieces 

 1 lb skinless chicken breasts (cubed) 

 1 ½ cups grated Colby cheese 

 1 ½ cups grated Monterey jack pepper 

cheese 

 ¾ cup milk 

 Salt and pepper 
 

Instructions: 

1.  Grease the bottom of the crock pot or use 

plastic liner 

2. Layer ½ the tater tops on the bottom of the 

pot 

3. Sprinkle ½ of the bacon pieces on the top of 

the tater tots 

4. Combine the two cheeses, and sprinkle 1/3 

of it over the bacon and tots. 

5. Top cheese with the chicken breast 

6. Sprinkle chicken with salt and pepper to 

taste 

7. Top chicken with another 1/3 of cheese 

8. Sprinkle with other ½ half of bacon pieces 

9. Add remainder of the tater tots 

10. Top with final 1/3 of the cheese 

11. Pour milk over the top 

12. Set crock pot to high and cook 4-5 hours (3 

hours was perfect for me). 

 

APPLE CRISP 
 

Canola oil cooking spray 

4 apples (any kind), cored and cut into thin slices or   

 bite-size pieces 

½ cup raisins 

¼ cup apple cider 

¼ cup whole wheat flour 

¼ cup old-fashioned rolled oats 

¼ cup brown sugar 

¾ teaspoon ground cinnamon 

¾ teaspoon ground nutmeg 

2 tablespoons canola oil 



Preheat oven to 375 degrees.  Coat 8-inch square 

baking dish with cooking spray.  
 

Combine apples, raisins and apple cider in bowl, 

toss well and set aside.  In another bowl, combine 

flour, rolled oats, brown sugar, cinnamon and 

nutmeg.  With pastry blender or knife and fork, cut 

in canola oil until mixture is fully blended. 
 

Transfer apple mixture to baking dish.  Sprinkle 

flour mixture evenly over surface. 
 

Cover with foil and bake 30 minutes.  Uncover and 

bake until apples are tender.  Remove from oven 

and let stand on wire rack at least 20 minutes.  Cut 

into squares and serve warm or at room 

temperature. 

 

CHRISTMAS IS A LOVING TIME 

Mary Z McHenry 
 

Christmas is a loving time, 

God started it that way; 

When he gave His only Son 

On that first Christmas Day. 
 

It seems the air is filled with love 

The angels hover near; 

Children laugh and old folks smile 

For Christmas time is here. 
 

It’s God’s love that makes us happy 

For no greater love can be; 

Than that which sent our Savior down 

To die on Calvary. 
 

Ah yes, Christmas is a loving time 

God planned it all that way; 

When LOVE came down to you and me 

On that first Christmas Day. 

 

HOUSEKEEPING 

 It is getting to that time of year that the church gets 

busy. We have many that gather here and if 

everyone does their part it would be appreciated. If 

the wastebasket is full, empty it. If you spill 

something, wipe it up. If you make a mess of the 

floor, sweep it up. All of these are things you would 

do at home, so why not do it in God’s house?  

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

STARTING DECEMBER 1
ST

 : 
 

Meet Him at the Manger 
 

It’s easy to see Christmas as bright lights and 
gifts, But seasonal joys don’t sustain the soul 
like Scripture’s message of Immanuel—God 
with us. In this 25-day Advent Devotional, 
Stuart and Jill Briscoe encourage you to 
consider the true joy of Christmas. With 
heartwarming stories, inspirational verse, and 
biblical teaching, they cut through distractions 
to the real miracle of Christmas:  God with us; 
Immanuel in the manger. 

              by Stuart & Jill Briscoe 

D 

A sign-up sheet for printed copies will be on the 

table by Dorene’s office.   Otherwise, a copy will be 

sent to your e-mail address each morning. 
 

                  CONCERTS FOR YOUR  

                LISTENING  PLEASURE  
 

Family Life is doing their Concert of Praise again 

this year. It will be on November 16 at 7:00 PM.  

This will be a dessert concert!  Tickets are $15.00 

and can be purchased on line at www.fln.org, or by 

calling 800-927-9083. 
 

The Hornell Area Chorus Christmas Cantata, “A 

Manger Suite” will be on December 8th, at 7:00 

PM.  This will take place at St Ann’s Catholic 

Church in Hornell.  This is a free concert, there will 

be a free will offering given to a local charity (the 

singers have not voted on the charity yet as we just 

started rehearsals).  If you have any questions 

please see Cindy Gottschall or Bill Warner. 
 

COUNTING OUR BLESSINGS 
 

Counting our blessings is good practice. 
 

1. It makes us get along with people better. 

2. It makes us look around us instead of within 

us. 

3. It makes us more considerate, sympathetic. 

4. It causes us to live for others, not ourselves. 

5. It makes us a blessing instead of a burden. 

6. It corrects our perspective of life. 

7. It strengthens our inner resources of faith 

and hope. 

8. It increases our confidence for living. 

9. It increases our awareness of God. 

http://www.fln.org/


 

WHEN WE SEE THE HARVEST 

Susan Y. Nikitenko 
 

A harvest of plenty, an autumn adorned. 

With bright colored leaves, a fall festive blend; 

A wonderful time for families and friends. 

A harvest of pumpkins, a harvest of grain; 

A harvest of bounty, and cool autumn rains. 

A big harvest moon – way up in the sky; 

A harvest of blessing that God has supplied. 

Be grateful, be humble, give thanks to the Lord; 

He has showered his blessing here in our world. 

But have we been faithful and have we been true? 

Have we put God first in all that we do? 

A harvest that God sees is not food or crop; 

Not pumpkins, or grain, not apples that drop. 

But God sees the harvest of souls needing Him; 

A harvest of people who need saved from their sin. 

A harvest of souls and a harvest of love; 

A harvest of mercy from our Father above. 

When we see the harvest, let’s see through God’s 

 eyes; 

And share with the nations the life He supplies. 

 

WE OWE THEM A LOT 

Joanna Fuchs 
 

On Veterans Day we remember again 

Our men and women who served; 

We honor them now for what they did then: 

The liberties they preserved. 
 

Let’s never forget their sacrifice, 

The hard, heavy work they have done; 

They did what was asked, crucial needs they 

 fulfilled, 

With a telephone, pencil or gun. 
 

We’re happy and proud to honor them; 

They gave so much more than they got, 

Our heroes, our veterans kept freedom safe; 

All of us owe them a lot. 

SPECIAL UPCOMING EVENTS 

        

 

 
 

 

        

 

 

       

       

       
  

   

       

       

       

       
        

 

        

 

 

 

       

  

       

 

       

       

       

       

    
    

November 3        Sunday 

 

ALL SAINT’S DAY 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS 

November 3        Sunday         8:00 AM 

 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

November 9        Saturday    10:00 AM 

 

LIGHTHOUSE CHRISTMAS 

November 24      Sunday       12:15 PM 
 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 

(Please bring snack to share) 

November 25     Monday        7:00 PM 
 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

December 1       Sunday 
 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 14    Saturday 
 

6:00 PM   Dinner    7:00 PM   Concert 
 

EVENING WITH DAVE BURDICK 

December 24    Tuesday          6:00 PM 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

             (8:00 PM Mitchellsville) 

   

December 9      Monday          4:00 PM 
 

AUMC NIGHT AT PIZZA HUT 

 

Whatever your cross, whatever your pain, 

there will always be sunshine after the rain.. 

Perhaps you may stumble, perhaps even fall; 

But God’s always ready, to answer your call. 

He knows every heartache, sees every tear, 

a word from His lips, can calm every fear… 

Your sorrows may linger, throughout the night, 

But suddenly vanish, by dawn’s early light… 

The Savior is waiting, somewhere above, 

to give you His grace and send you His love. 
 

December 29     Sunday         10:00 AM 
 

JOINT SERVICE WITH 

MITCHELLSVILLE 

AT AVOCA 

 

 

December 8         Sunday         8:00 AM 
 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

December 24    Tuesday           6:00 PM 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

(8:00 PM Mitchellsville) 


