
Pastor’s Greeting 
 

 

Greetings to the Family of God at Avoca UMC!                                                                November 2019 

We are in the midst of a typically busy and exciting time of year. 

The Heifer challenge is almost complete! We will fill an ark for Heifer International. This is a gift that 

keeps on giving. “We’re on a mission to end hunger and poverty in a sustainable way by supporting and 

investing alongside local farmers and their communities.” Each recipient is trained along with a core 

group from the community. When new animals are born, the recipients “pass on the gift” to others. 

These people, who may have never had enough of anything, have just started their own agricultural 

business and now they get to help someone else start theirs. Thank you for your generosity. [You can 

learn more at heifer.org] 

All Saints Sunday will be November 3 as we remember those who have finished their race and now rest 

from their labors. Lighthouse Christmas (November 9) will fill the church building with food and gifts 

for those in need. We will recognize veterans from all branches of service on November 10. Then, after 

the Thanksgiving Service, it will be time to turn towards Christmas. 

We begin a new Christian Year, and the season of Advent, on December 1 with a service of Chrismons 

(Christian symbols used to decorate the Christmas tree). We will be offering an Advent study on Sunday 

afternoons at 1pm. I hope this will give people a chance to eat a bag lunch or go out to get something if 

they need to. “Light of the World” explores the familiar stories from the Gospels, links them to the role 

of women in first century Jewish culture, traces their origins in the Old Testament, and highlights the 

importance of various pieces of the story. 

Looking ahead to 2020, we will host a study of Disciple I. This 34-week journey through the Bible 

requires a commitment of at least 30 minutes a day of reading and completing the study manual. Many 

of you have been through this study and are welcome to repeat the course. For those who say “I don’t 

know enough about the Bible” this is your chance to hear scholars explain the Scriptures, gain 

understanding about the readings and the interconnection between testaments, and share your thoughts 

and questions with others who also want to grow closer to the author. 

Walking with you through a beautiful, stressful, and blessed season. 

Pastor Barre 


