
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 
 

The regularly scheduled meeting was held August 

12, 2021 with 9 members present. 
 

Strategic Planning/Sound System 

 Two remote microphones have been ordered 

 Follow-up meeting with Pastor Linda Glantz 

will be scheduled during the next few 

months 
 

Lay Leader 

 All in the Lay Ministries programs who are 

behind in their classes have been given a 

one-year grace period 
 

Worship 

 Next Worship Committee meeting will be 

October 21, 2021 

 September 12 – Grandparent’s Day 

 November 7 – All Saint’s Day 

 November 13 – Harvest Service & Dinner 

@ Wallace Wesleyan 

 November 14 – Veterans’ Day 

 November 28 – First Sunday of Advent 
 

Men’s Fellowship 

 Men’s Fellowship is struggling with 4-5 

there each week    

 Additional people always welcome. 
 

Finance 

 Avoca UMC in good shape financially  
 

Membership Committee  

 Current membership 84 

 Three individuals will be sent 2
nd

 letters to 

determine their membership status  

 No individuals will be sent 1
st
 letters 

 

Puppets 

 Will be done the 3
rd

 Sunday of each month 

during the Children’s time 
 

Chatter on the Ladder 

 Self-sustaining financially 

 Average attendance 8-9 each day 
 

Lighthouse Christmas 

 Committee meeting will be scheduled 

 Checking to see if Boy Scouts are going to 

do a Food drive this Fall (November 13
th

) 

 Now accepting winter clothing  

 Jim Young will talk to Food Bank of 

Southern Tier to see if they willing to donate 

some surplus food 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

 Pancake Breakfast will resume September 

12 

 Merchant and Tops card order will now be 

placed the third Thursday of the month 
 

PASTOR’S TIME 

 Pastor Barre will be on vacation October 4-

18.  Cindy will be the covering the services. 
 

CONCERTS 

 September 2 – The Puffers, picnic for 

AUMC at 5:30PM, concert at 7:00PM 

 December 11 – Dave Burdick, concert at 

3:00PM, dinner to follow 

 

TRUSTEES 

Bill Heard 
 

 
Trustee Report for 22 July 2021 Meeting: 
 

Action Items: 

 Two fans purchased and installed in the 

Narthex 

 Two new LED exterior flood lights 

purchased and installed at the parking lot 

entrance and the south side of the parking 

lot. 

 Spot light purchased and installed to 

illuminate the “BE A DISCIPLE” sign 

during the evening hours 

  The parking lot cracks have been repaired 

and the lot resealed and striped. 

 “NOW ENTERING MISSION FIELD” 

lettering purchased and installed at the 

Narthex exit 

 Arrangements have been made to repair 

cellar windows and mortar coat a section of 

the parsonage wall. 



 Storage of a small quantity of handicap 

items in the choir room was approved. 
 

Next meeting Thursday, September 9, 2021. 

  

TREASURER’S REPORT 

July 2021 – Ron Salles 
 

We are about where we should be with our normal 

monthly donations for this time of year!  However, 

we are only carrying about a week reserve.  I have 

been able to keep up with our bills!  Keep up the 

great work!  Thank you!   
 

THANK GOD!  OUR GOD IS GREAT! 
 

Thank you for remembering your Uinetd Motdehsit 

Crhcuh Membership Pledge, “To faithfully partici-

pate in its ministries by your prayers, your presence, 

your gifts, your service, and your witness.”    

If you have any questions please contact  

Ron Salles (ronald.salles@me.com).    

 

MULTIMEDIA PRODUCTION 

Ron Salles 
 

Please visit our webpage at avocaumc.com and find 

the links to our Facebook page and YouTube 

Channel.   
 

We record the Sunday Service and publish it on our 

YouTube Channel. Unfortunately anything that is 

copyrighted must be removed from the recording 

and things that are private (like prayer requests) are 

also removed.  I try to only record the pertinent 

parts of the service, but sometimes someone may be 

recorded incidentally.  If you don’t want to be part 

of the YouTube recording, let me know and I’ll edit 

you out.   
 

If you can’t attend, or are traveling, you can still see 

the service.  I try to post it by that evening or the 

next day at the latest.  The post goes to the church’s 

Facebook account as well as the YouTube account.  

If you are a YouTube subsciber, you should get 

notification when you log on to YouTube.  Please 

share with your family and friends.       
 

We also record the service on DVD, so if you can’t 

attend for any reason or you want to see the entire 

service with the prayers and music, etc., (or until the 

DVD is full, a little more than an hour), let me 

know and we will get a copy to you at no cost to 

you.   
 

If you have any questions please contact  

Ron Salles (ronald.salles@me.com).    

 

RAMP MINISTRY 
 

The Ramp Guys have been busy.  We are so blessed 

to have the wonderful volunteers that give so freely 

of their time and talents to help “Our Neighbors in 

Need”.  We have completed ramp number 615.   35 

ramps have been done this year; including 8 ramps 

no longer needed that have been removed, 

refurbished and reinstalled.  Our to-do list still has 

18 ramps needed (several are on hold for situations 

beyond our control).  We are trying to work 

Tuesdays and Thursdays to build as many ramps as 

possible.  We are also prebuilding as many ramp 

bases in the warehouse as we can (especially on 

rainy or extreme heat days).  This reduces the 

amount of time required outdoors on the actual 

construction days.  We have requested diligence 

from the County in the form of more accurate 

information supplied to the Ramp Guys.  We are 

also streamlining the paperwork to save time prior 

to the construction date.  And lastly, the large 

increase in lumber prices is putting stress on the 

available funds for materials – please PRAY for 

prices to return to a more reasonable level. 

In His Service,                                                                                                                                                                          

Glenn Davis, Ramp Guys Coordinator      

                                                                                                                                                                 

MEN'S FELLOWSHIP 

Fred Groner 
 

What do people expect from their Bible?  My main 

source Bible has always been the King James 

Version of the Bible (KJV). That choice was based 

on the fact that the KJV was a word-for-word 

translation of original text.  Thus, particular words 

in the English KJV, if not understood, could 

possibly be traced back to the original Hebrew, 

Greek, Aramaic, etc. for clarification and, 

hopefully, understanding.  For the last 20-30 years 

my reference Bible was the popular, modern (1984) 

NIV Bible. I decided to choose the NIV Bible 

because it was easy reading. I wanted to reach for it 

as an aid to understand GOD'S message (Word) in 

the KJV Bible.  In fact I would think that all modern 

Bibles should be titled study or reference Bibles and 

not just as another Bible.  After all there is only one 

GOD and the many modern versions of the Bible 

we see today should all provide clarification and 
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understanding not confusion of the one true Word 

of GOD. It appears, however, that the objective of 

many of the modern Bibles is to not clarify the 

Word of God, but modify and even change it for 

any number of possible reasons!  
 

     In the last few months I have been studying Cain 

and Abel as a spin-off of Men's Fellowship Bible 

study.  Genesis 4 describes God's interaction with 

Cain and Abel regarding proper sacrifice.  Abel 

offered up what God wanted which was an animal, 

blood sacrifice - God was pleased with Abel.  Cain 

offered up a plant sacrifice - God was not pleased 

with Cain.  Then, Cain became angry with GOD.  

Both the KJV and the NIV seemed to agree up to 

this point. I had problems, however, understanding 

what follows in Gen. 4:7 in which the word "sin" is 

written. I reached for my NIV Bible for an easy 

reading explanation of the word "sin". NIV says 

......But if you do not do what is right, "sin" is 

crouching at your door, it desires to have you, but 

you must master it." "sin" crouching in the NIV is 

presented as though "sin" was a wild animal and 

that didn't make sense and confused me. KJV says 

.....And if you do not well, sin lies at the door.  And 

unto you shall be his desire, and you shall rule over 

him."  The NIV and KJV have two different 

translations of Gen 4:7 which seem to be very 

different, indeed.  Which translation is reasonable 

and correct? The NIV was no help.  Further 

investigation into the original language of Genesis 

which is Hebrew indicates the Hebrew definition of 

"sin" in Gen. 4:7 is actually "sin offering." Now the 

use of "sin offering" in Gen 4:7 rather than "sin" 

allows Gen 4:7 to make more sense.    It actually 

says that God told Cain that the proper animal for 

sacrifice was available for sacrifice within Cain's 

reach (door), just as GOD made a ram available 

to Abraham after Abraham showed Faith during the 

sacrifice story of Isaac (Gen 22:13).  Abraham did 

what was right so God gave Abraham a substitution 

sacrifice in the form of the ram. But Cain did not do 

what was right and as a result showed no Faith in 

GOD by refusing the offer. The NIV apparently 

didn't do a word-for-word trace of the word "sin" 

back to the original Hebrew but simply seemed to 

simply and wrongly paraphrase Gen 4:7. This is 

poor research and subsequent translation. 

Paraphrasing, too often, intentionally or not, 

conveys the word of man and not the Word of 

GOD. The story of Cain and Abel as told by the 

NIV illustrates that point. 

The lesson learned from Gen 4 is that it takes work 

to learn the meaning and message of GOD's Word. 

So called modern Bibles should help with that 

objective but do they actually help with our 

understanding of GOD's WORD?  Peter says in      

2 Peter 3:16 that scripture is hard to understand.      

2 Peter 1:20 says that scripture is not for private 

interpretation.  Scripture says in almost the last 

verse of Revelations that  "And if any man shall 

take away from the Words of the Book of this 

Prophecy, GOD shall take away his part out of the 

Book of Life ........." (Rev 22:19). Be careful what 

Bible you are reading and believing.  
 

Simply stated, people should expect their Bible to 

teach the Word of GOD, not the word of man. 
 

Men's Fellowship meets almost every Sunday at 

9:30 am.   
 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY  

OCTOBER 3
rd

: 
The World Communion Sunday is one of six 

Special Giving Sundays of the United Methodist 

Church.  This offering funds graduate racial-ethnic 

World Communion Scholarships, with at least half 

of the annual amount reserved for ministries beyond 

the U.S.  Donations also provide for undergraduate 

U.S. Ethnic Scholarship and Ethnic In-Service 

Training Programs.    Please give if you are able. 
 

ALL SAINT’S DAY 
 

On November 7
th

 we will celebrate the lives of our 

family and friends who passed during the period 

November 1, 2020 and October 31, 2021.  Please 

give Dorene the names of all you would like 

remembered by Sunday, October 31, 2021. 
 

LIGHTHOUSE CHRISTMAS NEEDS 
 

This year’s Lighthouse Christmas will be 

Saturday, November 13
th

.   
 

A cart has been placed in the Narthex to collect 

food and gift shop items.  Please give as you are 

able.  The food items needed and suggested giving 

months are listed below.   However, anything you 

can donate will be sincerely appreciated and put to 

good use. 

CLOTHING 

We are now accepting fall/winter clothing for 

persons of all ages.  (No summer items please) 
 



GIFT SHOP 

Medium-sized baskets, boxes, plastic containers, 

etc.  (12” to 18”), Crew Socks (all sizes), Dish 

towels and dish cloths, Hand Tools, Bedding, 

Towels, washcloths, etc., Items for Teens, Men 

and Teens Gift Sets, Toys, Games, Puzzles, Art 

Supplies, etc., Boys & Girls Sports Items 
 

 FOOD BASKET SUGGESTIONS 

SEPTEMBER  Biscuit & Baking Mix (2#),  

    Pancake Syrup (24 oz.), Peanut  

    Butter (16-18 oz.), Kleenex (flat  

    box for easier packing) 
 

OCTOBER   Saltine Crackers (4 stack box),  

    Cereal (18 oz.), Stove-top Stuffing,  

    Ramen Soup (6 pk.) 
 

BIRTHDAYS 

September        October 
 

6   Wink Slayton 1   Don Sorge 

17 Dale English 5   Michelle Covell 

17 Kaylen Slayton 9   Sheila Martin 

23 Lil Snyder  16 Donna Sick 

23 Donna Wright 17 Bev Young 

   21 Evelynn Barkley 

    21 Dorene Pierce 

   22 Bill Warner 

   23 Melanie Peck 

   31 Fred Wood 
     

                    ANNIVERSARIES 

September   October 
 

1   Gary & Mary Weldy 15 Bill & Lil Snyder 

9   Wink & Rita Slayton 22 Al & Bev Belanger 

16 Paul & Lois Daniels 

26 Stephen & Debra Dodds 
 

 

A SCHOOLTEACHER injured his back and had to 

wear a plaster cast around his upper body.  It fit 

under his shirt and was not noticeable. 

 On the first day of the semester, still with 

the cast under his shirt, he found himself assigned to 

the toughest students in school.  Walking 

confidently into the rowdy classroom, the teacher 

opened the window as wide as possible and busied 

himself at his desk. 

 When a strong breeze made his tie 

 flap, he took a stapler and stapled the tie to his 

chest.  Discipline was not a problem from that day 

on. 

 

RECIPE CORNER 
 

Grandma’s Oatmeal Cookies 

Linda Jones 

1 C Raisins 

1 C Water 

¾ C Shortening 

1 ½ C Sugar 

2 Eggs 

1 Tsp Vanilla 

2 ½ C Flour 

1 Tsp Soda 

1 Tsp Salt 

1 Tsp Cinnamon 

½ Tsp Baking Powder 

½ Tsp Cloves 

2 C Oats 

½ C Chopped Nuts (Optional – Walnuts or Pecans) 
 

 

Simmer raisins and water over medium heat until 

raisins are plump, about 15 minutes.  Drain raisins, 

reserving the liquid.  Add enough water to reserved 

liquid to measure ½ cup. 
 

Heat oven to 400°.  Mix thoroughly shortening, 

sugar, eggs, and vanilla.  Stir in reserved liquid.  

Blend in remaining ingredients.  Drop by rounded 

teaspoonfuls, about 2 inches apart, on to ungreased 

baking sheet.  Bake 8 to 10 minutes or until light 

golden brown. 
 

Italian Squash “Fries” 

Ingredients: 

1 lb crinkle-cut squash sticks 

2 tsp extra-virgin olive oil 

2 Tbl chopped parsley 

½ Tbl oregano 

¼ tsp red pepper flakes 

1/8 tsp salt 

¼ cup shredded parmesan cheese 

1 ½ Tbl chopped garlic 
 

Directions: 

1. Preheat oven to 325°. Line large baking sheet 

with nonstick foil. 

2. In a medium bowl, combine squash sticks, extra-

virgin olive oil, chopped parsley, oregano, red 

pepper flakes and salt. Mix until evenly coated. 

3. Transfer to prepared baking sheet in single layer. 

Bake 35 minutes, flip them, then sprinkle shredded 

parmesan cheese and chopped garlic evenly over 

them. Continue cooking until fries are caramelized 



and tender throughout, about 35 additional minutes. 

Serves 4 

THINGS YOUR MOTHER SHOULD 

OF TOLD YOU 

Stuff a miniature marshmallow in the bottom of a 

sugar cone to prevent ice cream drips. 

Use a meat baster to “squeeze” your pancake batter 

 onto the hot griddle and you’ll get perfectly 

 shaped pancakes every time. 

To keep potatoes from budding, place an apple in 

 the bag with the potatoes. 

To prevent eggshells from cracking, add a pinch of 

salt to the water before hard-boiling. 

Run your hands under cold water before pressing 

 Rice Krispies treats in the pan and the 

 marshmallow won’t stick to your fingers. 

To get the most juice out of fresh lemons, bring 

 them to room temperature and roll them  

 under your palm against the kitchen counter 

 before squeezing. 

To easily remove burnt-on food from your skillet, 

 simply add a drop or two of dish soap and 

 enough water to cover bottom of pan, and 

 bring to a boil on the stovetop. 

Spray your Tupperware with nonstick cooking 

 spray before pouring in tomato-based sauces 

 and there won’t be any stains. 

When a cake recipe calls for flouring the baking 

 pan, use a bit of the dry cake mix instead 

 and there won’t be any white mess on the 

 outside of the cake. 

If you accidentally over-salt a dish while it’s still 

 cooking, drop in a peeled potato and it will 

 absorb the excess salt for an instant “fix 

 me.” 

Wrap celery in aluminum foil when putting in the 

 refrigerator and it will keep for weeks. 

Place a slice of apple in hardened brown sugar to 

 soften it. 

When boiling corn on the cob, add a pinch of sugar 

 to help bring out the corn’s natural 

 sweetness. 

To determine whether an egg is fresh, immerse it in 

 a pan of cool, salted water.  If it sinks, it is 

 fresh, but if it rises to the surface, throw it 

 away. 

Cure for headaches:  Take a lime, cut it in half and 

 rub it on your forehead.  The throbbing will 

 go away. 

Don’t throw out all that leftover wine:  Freeze into 

 ice cubes for future use in casseroles and 

 sauces. 

If you have a problem opening jars:  Try using latex 

 dishwashing gloves.  They give a non-slip 

 grip that makes opening jars easy. 

Potatoes will take food stains off your fingers.  Just 

 slice and rub raw potato on the stains and 

 rinse with water. 

To get rid of itch from mosquito bites, try applying 

 soap on the area and you will experience 

 instant relief. 

Ants, ants, ants everywhere . . . Well, they are said 

 to never cross a chalk line.  So get your 

 chalk out and draw a line on the floor or 

 wherever ants tend to march. 

To remove a stain from a glass vase or coffee pot, 

 fill with warm water and drop in two 

 Denture tablets. 
 

I THOUGHT my dryer was shrinking my clothes.  

Turns out it was the refrigerator.   
 

I AM 
 

I am the wind in the trees 

and the song of a bird. 
 

I am moonbeams in a midnight sky 

and a glorious rainbow after the storm. 
 

I am morning dew 

and freshly-fallen snow. 
 

I am a butterfly flying overhead 

and a puppy happily at play. 
 

I am a gentle touch 

and a warm embrace. 
 

Open you heart to know . . .  

I am not gone. 
 

Reach deep into your soul . . .  

You will find me. 
 

I am here. 

Have no fear, I am with you, 

Always 
 

CLOSE KIN 
 

The day was very chilly, and the little girl’s coat 

was thin.  She stood at the bakery window, and was 

longingly looking in.  A lady came by and invited 

her, some cocoa and cookies to share.  “Are you 

God” asked the little girl, of the lady who seemed to 

care.  “No,” she said, “but I am His child,” and the 

little girl started to grin.  “Because you were so kind 

to me, I was sure that you were some kin.”  John F. 

Brand 



WHEN THE AUTUMN OF LIFE HAS ENDED 

Susan Y. Nikitendo 
 

Autumn is a fanciful season; 

The leaves a colorful glow. 

The squirrels gather for winter; 

Before the cold winter’s snow. 
 

Pumpkins brighten Grandmas front porch; 

Scarecrows cheer each passerby. 

Harvest cooking fills the autumn air; 

Apple tarts and pumpkin pie. 
 

The woolly bear forecasts the weather; 

The flowers of summer fade. 

Bringing forth life in a tiny seed; 

A miracle that is Heaven made. 
 

Memories and laughter fill my heart; 

When I think about it all. 

The yearly hayride until dark; 

And all the fun in the Fall. 
 

I am reminded this time of year; 

We must gather and prepare. 

Because harvest time is ending soon; 

Soon our Jesus will appear. 
 

And though Fall is beautifully designed; 

And holds a place in my heart.   

There’s nothing like my home awaiting; 

Filled with God’s celestial art.   
 

If we fill our lives with goodness; 

And plant God’s seeds ‘long the way. 

When the autumn of life has ended; 

They will bloom a sweet Bouquet. 

 

TOUGH TIMES DON’T LAST 
 

I said “Sometimes I fail.” 

He said, “I’ll see you through.” 

I said, “But what if I fail?’ 

He said, “I will carry you.” 

I said, “My fears are great!” 

He said, “Trust Me alone.” 

I said, “But, I’m depressed.” 

He said, “I’ll cheer you on.” 

I said, “Life isn’t easy.” 

He said, “Please let Me help, 

Remember, I love you.” 

I said, “Lord, I accept.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY – OCTOBER 31
ST

 
 

ALL SAINT’S DAY NAMES  

DUE TO DORENE 

SUNDAY – OCTOBER 17
TH

  
 

POTLUCK FELLOWSHIP DINNER 
 

12:15 PM 

 

SUNDAY – OCTOBER 10th 
 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
 

8:00 AM – 10:00 AM 

SUNDAY – OCTOBER 3
RD

  
 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

SUNDAY – SEPTEMBER 12
TH

 
 

GRANDPARENT’S DAY 

SATURDAY – SEPTEMBER 11
TH 

 

PULLED PORK SUPPER 

MITCHELLSVILLE UMC 
 

(Drive-Thru Only)  4:00  PM 

SUNDAY – SEPTEMBER 12
TH

 
 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
 

8:00 AM - 10:00 AM 

THURSDAY – SEPTEMBER 2
ND

 
 

5:30 PM – CHURCH PICNIC 
 

7:00 PM – PUFFER’S CONCERT 

 

SUNDAY – SEPTEMBER 19
TH

 
 

POTLUCK FELLOWSHIP DINNER 
 

12:15 PM 


