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Pastor’s Greeting 
 

Dear Fellow Believers:                                                                                       September 2021 

Hurricanes, fires, floods, droughts, and earthquakes. Civil unrest, hatred, lack of civil 

discussions, racial/political/class divisions. The world looks like it is coming apart at the seams!  

We are reminded that the end of the world can’t be too far away. Of course, that’s what Jesus’ 

disciples thought in their day. Mark 13:32 CEB cautions us “But nobody knows when that day 

or hour will come, not the angels in heaven and not the Son. Only the Father knows.” We have 

the assurance that all things are known to our Father in Heaven. We do not need to worry about 

them. There is nothing we can change by worrying about what might happen. Jeremiah 29:11 

reminds us of God’s promise: “I know what I’m doing. I have it all planned out—plans to take 

care of you, not abandon you, plans to give you the future you hope for.” (The Message) 

God asks that we place our faith in Him for today and for all of our tomorrows. God’s love 

allows us to live with peace today and assurance of eternal life with God forever. What a gift! 

But like any gift, it must be accepted. I pray for you, for your salvation, and for your faithful 

witness to those you love and would like to spend eternity with. Do your loved ones have a 

saving relationship with God through Jesus Christ? Do your neighbors, friends, coworkers? My 

prayer is that our church becomes even more of a beacon to our community—a beacon of love 

and light as Henry Ernest Nichol wrote in “We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations.” 

Activities usually begin to pick up as we head into Fall. Unfortunately, COVID is still part of 

every plan. We continue to watch recommendations carefully. Robin Scouten has agreed to 

teach Sunday School. I want to thank Mary and Gary Weldy for many years of sacrificing their 

worship time in order to work with our kids. Right now, they’re keeping a close eye on Coco 

who is blind, has diabetes, and suffers from separation anxiety if someone isn’t close by. 

I also wanted to remind you that Right Now Media is available to everyone in the church. They 

provide thousands of movies, kids programs and Bible Studies. You can access them from any 

computer or mobile device--use https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/AvocaUMC or 

text: AUMC to 49775. This is provided FREE to you! And feel free to share the link! 

Praying God’s blessings on you, 

Pastor Barre 


