
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 
 

The regularly scheduled meeting was held June 9, 

2022 with 9 members present. 
 

Strategic Planning/Sound System 

• Two remote microphones have been 

ordered 
 

Lay Leader 

• Cindy will be filling in for Pastor Veronica 

Seely at Risingville & Campbell UMCs on 

September 4 

• Cindy will be filling in for Pastor Barre 

July 17 while he attends Course of Study 

classes 

• Cindy will do the bulletins June-August 

• Annual Conference postponed until 

October 6-8. It will be virtual. 
 

Worship 

• June 28 – Primary elections @ AUMC 

• July 17 – 11AM - Cindy doing service 

• July 24 – 10AM - Patti Dahl doing the 

service, Love offering 

• August 7 – 10AM - The Dunnemans doing 

the service, Love offering 

• August 14 – Communion rescheduled 

• August 18 – 5:30PM - Picnic supper for 

AUMC congregation 

• August 18 – 7PM - The Puffers Concert 

• August 23 – Federal elections @ AUMC 

• September 11 – Grandparents Day & first 

pancake breakfast 
  

Men’s Fellowship 

• Men’s Fellowship is struggling with 4-5 

there each week    

• Great discussions 

• Additional people always welcome. 
 

Membership Committee  

• Current membership 81 

• Sharon Blankenship, Pam Andrews & Erica 

Wasserman have been added to 

membership 

• William Hunt removed due to death 

• Joe Lawrence has requested transfer to 

AUMC from Dalton UMC 

• Four membership letters issued, no 

response, past due date 
 

 

Ramp Committee 

• 632 ramps built since start of mission 

• Few on pending list, some will be difficult 

• Faithful ramp crew 

• Supplies purchased will allow program to 

continue 
 

Puppets 

• Nothing new to report 
 

Chatter on the Ladder 

• Self-sustaining financially 

• Average attendance 8-10 each day 

• Purchased 3 cold drink dispensers with 

extra funds 
 

Heifer “Water for Life” Well Mission 

• $6024 donated as of June 5th 

• Matt & Andrea Reisen (Healing Spirits) 

have offered to donate 3% of their cash 

sales for this project 

• Mission will be continued for several more 

months 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

• Safe Sanctuary Policy – on hold 

• Active Shooter Policy – on hold 

• Pulled pork dinner for “Water for Life” 

project re-scheduled to October 15th 

• A scout maybe interested in updating the 

Memorial Bricks as his Eagle Scout project 

• Identifying alternate Sunday School 

teachers still in progress. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

• $500 donation received to purchase outdoor 

cameras for the church. 

• Pastor Barre will contact families with 

children to see if there is any interest in 

attending church camp this year 

• Ceiling structure in dining room will not 

support fans  

• Two Troop 32 Boy Scouts are looking for 

funding to attend Camp Gordon this year. 

Glenn Davis made motion & Bill Snyder 

seconded to give each scout $500 from the 

Mission Fund. Motion unanimously 

approved. 

• In 2023 Boy Scout Troop 32 will have its 

100th anniversary. 

 

 



PASTOR’S TIME 

• Time to renew AUMC Strategic Plan 

• Bible Study/Worship Service has evolved 

into a successful Thursday morning event 

• Ron Salles has updated the sound system & 

video-capabilities to high performance 

levels 

• Live streaming of our services may be in 

the future 

• Strategic Planning Committee meeting will 

be held Wednesday, Jul 27th. Dinner will be 

@ 6PM followed by a brain-storming 

(dream) session. Meeting is open to 

everyone in the church 
 

FUNDRAISERS 

• Merchant cards - $520.11 thru June 16th 
 

CONCERTS 

• August 18 (Thursday) – The Puffers, picnic 

dinner for AUMC @ 5:30PM, concert @ 

7PM 

• December 10 (Saturday) – Dave Burdick, 

concert @ 3PM, dinner to follow 
 

TRUSTEE’S REPORT 

Bill Heard 
 

March 10, 2022: 

Members Present: Gary Weldy, Al and Bev 

Belanger, Fred Wood and Pastor Barre Butts. 

• The new printer has been received and a 

technician will be coming to set it up and give 

a training session. 

• A TV has been mounted in the Narthex. 

• It was approved to use the back small Sunday 

School room for storage. 

• It was approved to purchase new faucets for the 

men’s room. 

• A Trustee District Zoom meeting is scheduled 

for April 28, 2022. 

• It was approved to give the projector that was 

used in the sanctuary to the Kanona UMC for 

their use. 

• An additional $200 was approved for mowing 

the Parsonage lawn for the season. 

• Use of the church for elections for 2022 was 

approved. 
 

 

 

 

May 12, 2022: 

Members Present: Bill Snyder, Janet English, Al 

and Bev Belanger, Fred Wood, Pastor Barre Butts, 

and Bill Heard. 

Projects completed: 

• The church sign was repaired 

• The annual cleanup was completed 

• Mulch was put around the front of the church. 

• Women’s center toilet was repaired 

• New faucets were installed in the men’s room 

 

Trustee approval of the following items: 

• Additional election day requested by the Board 

of Elections –August 23, 2022. 

• Purchase new carburetor for the lawn mower. 

• Having the parking lot cracks repaired and 

coated again. 

• Election of officers for 2022. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

May  2022 – Ron Salles  
 

We continue to carry a modest reserve in the 

General Fund.  The General Fund is the money we 

use to pay the everyday bills, like power and heat, 

pastor’s salary, insurance, office expenses, etc.  I 

continue to pay our bills on time.   
 

On the Mission Fund side, the Heifer International 

Water for Life Project continues.  We have raised 

enough to support seven wells and I have sent that 

portion in.  That exceeds our original goal of six 

wells.  This campaign will continue for a few more 

months.  We are also building the reserves towards 

the Lighthouse mission this fall.  Praise God!   
 

Thank you and God bless you!   
 

Thank you for remembering your United 

Methodist Church Membership Pledge, “To 

faithfully participate in its ministries by your 

prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, 

and your witness.”    

If you have any questions please contact  

Ron Salles (ronald.salles@me.com).    
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MULTIMEDIA PRODUCTION 

Ron Salles 

Please visit our webpage at avocaumc.com and 

find the links to our Facebook page and YouTube 

Channel.   

We record the Sunday Service and publish it on 

our YouTube Channel.  Unfortunately, anything 

that is copyrighted must be removed from the 

recording and things that are private (like prayer 

requests) are also removed.  I try to only record the 

pertinent parts of the service, but sometimes 

someone may be recorded incidentally.  If you 

don’t want to be part of the YouTube recording, let 

me know and I’ll edit you out.   
 

If you can’t attend, or are traveling, you can still 

see the service.  I try to post it by that evening or 

the next day at the latest.  The post goes to the 

church’s Facebook account as well as the YouTube 

account.  If you are a YouTube subscriber, you 

should get notification when you log on to 

YouTube.  Please share with your family and 

friends.       
 

We also record the service on DVD, so if you can’t 

attend for any reason or you want to see the entire 

service with the prayers and music, etc., (or until 

the DVD is full, a little more than an hour), let me 

know and we will get a copy to you at no cost to 

you.   
 

If you have any questions please contact  

Ron Salles (ronald.salles@me.com).    
 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP                                                                                         

Fred Groner    
 

WHY BIBLE STUDY?  Men's Fellowship has 

completed studying all 40 topics in the Bible study 

guide "Treasures of the Transformed Life." In 

concluding the study guide, a very important 

question should be raised. Why study the BIBLE 

in the first place? Throughout this study guide 

many people, some known and some not known,  

offer words of wisdom which help with 

understanding topics under study. One quote in the 

very last lesson of the study guide offers one 

thought provoking question as to why the Bible 

should be studied.  
 

The quote is "What is right is often forgotten by 

what is convenient." The quote was spoken by 

Bodie Thoene - a relative unknown.  Very 

interesting quote since Bodie seems to be saying 

that people take the liberty to pick or even 

eliminate what the Bible teaches depending on 

personal convenience.  The recent rebirth of the 

abortion issue is a good example of people, many 

self-proclaimed Christians, purposely forgetting 

GOD's wish not to kill in order to justify the ill-

conceived convenience of abortion. 
 

True Christians, however, quote what Jesus says.   

In order to quote what Jesus says you must read the 

Bible. Often, you must also study the Bible 

beginning to end to understand what Jesus is 

teaching and not just what Jesus is saying. 
 

In John 14:15 Jesus says that "If you love me, keep 

my commandments or wishes."  In order to 

understand what this quote actually means you 

must search the Bible for Jesus' definition of the 

word commandments as well as the definition of 

the word love.  This activity is often a challenge 

and requires much Bible study. The true believer is 

assisted by the HOLY SPIRIT in that 

understanding. Non-believers don't have the help 

of the HOLY SPIRIT in their heart and as a result 

have difficulty understanding just what Jesus was 

teaching.  
 

Forgetting what Jesus taught would then be a moot 

point because they never knew it in the first place. 

Picking and choosing GOD's wishes on the basis of 

worldly convenience is simply wrong.  
 

Men's Fellowship meets almost every Sunday at 

9:30am.  All are welcome to enjoy studying the 

Bible.      

  

LIGHTHOUSE CHRISTMAS NEEDS – 2022 

Jim Young 
 

It’s a bit early to talk about Christmas.  However, 

this year we have additional unknown situations 

(gas prices, inflation, absence of monthly stimulus 

payments for children, etc.) that impact our 

planning for the Lighthouse Christmas. 
 

This year's Lighthouse Christmas will be Saturday, 

December 10th.  The distribution will be a totally 

drive-thru morning event.    
 

As in past years, each family will receive a banana 

box top and a bottom filled with food as well as a 

bag containing paper products.  Each family will 

also receive a $15 gift card from Tops or Save-A-

Lot to purchase meat for their Christmas dinner. 
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In addition, each family will receive a standardized 

gift (laundry) basket of household goods, towels, 

gift items, tools, etc.  Families with children will 

receive toys for each child.  Each child will also 

receive a hoodie.  By making all the baskets the 

same, we hope to be able to take advantage of 

quantity discounts.   
 

There will be no used or gently used gift shop this 

year.  The storage, set-up, monitoring, and disposal 

of unselected items was too burdensome for the 

few willing to help with this project.  None of us 

are getting any younger. 
 

Because of the current economic situation and of 

the uncertainty of what is to come, we hope to 

make the majority of our purchases as soon as 

possible before the prices rise even further.   
 

At this time, we are planning for 75 families.  This 

number is an estimate based on last year’s 

participation.  The current economic situation is 

hitting all households.  We hope to have the school 

list and the AUMC referrals in early September.  

Invitations will go out as soon as possible with a 

reply date in early October. 
 

A cart will be placed in the sanctuary July through 

mid-November to collect food, cash, and gift cards.  

Please give as you are able.  The food items 

needed and suggested giving months are listed 

below.   However, anything you can donate will be 

sincerely appreciated and put to good use.  Please 

be sure the “best used by” date is June 2023 or 

beyond. 
 

FOOD BASKET SUGGESTIONS 
 

JULY Apple Juice, Applesauce, Fruit 

Cocktail, Mandarin Oranges, Fruit, 

Beets. Carrots, Corn, Green Beans, 

Mixed Vegetables, Peas, Misc. 

Vegetables 
 

AUGUST Macaroni & Cheese, Spaghetti 

(1#), Macaroni (1#), Misc. Pasta, 

   Spaghetti Sauce, Meal in a Can 

(Hash, Ravioli, Spaghetti, Misc.)  

Beans (Garbanzo, Kidney, Pork & 

Beans, Misc.) 
 

 

 

SEPTEMBER  Pancake & Waffle Mix (2#), 

Cereal (18 oz,)  Pancake Syrup 

(24 oz.), Peanut  Butter (16-18 

oz.), Kleenex (flat box for easier 

packing) , Diced Tomatoes, 

Tomato Sauce, Misc. Tomatoes 
 

OCTOBER Saltine Crackers (4 stack box),     

Cereal (18 oz.), Stuffing,  Chunky 

Soup, Condensed Soup,  Ramen 

Soup (6 pk.) 
 

NOVEMBER  Cake mix, Frosting, Jiffy Corn 

Muffin Mix, Tuna 
 

GIFT BASKET NEEDS 
 

To have all gift baskets the same, we need Cash 

and Gift Cards (Wal-Mart, Target, Kohls, Harbor 

Freight, Dollar General, Lowes, Home Depot, 

Dollar Tree, etc.).  To the extent possible, please 

order your gift cards from the Merchant Card 

program through Dorene to earn funds for extra 

church activities.   A cash/gift card collection 

container will be placed on the food cart for your 

donations.   
 

We sincerely appreciate your support of this local 

Mission project.  Because of you, many families 

living in the Avoca School District or who 

regularly attend the Avoca UMC will have a nicer 

Christmas during these uncertain times.  

 

BIRTHDAYS 

July    August 

3    Sally Stiles   5   Cindy Gottschall 

9    Bill Snyder   8   Candice Dockstader 

14  Paula Bidlack   9   Janet English 

15  Bill Cleeves  10  Carl Dockstader 

20  Norma Cooper  15  Henry Gottschall 

23  Doug Sick   18  Barb Nichols 

29  Bob Anderson  18  Kelly Slayton 

29  Fred Groner  19  Robin Scouten 

30  Amelia Cagle  20  Randy Hamilton 

    22  Sherri Sawyer 

     

                    ANNIVERSARIES 

July    August 

None                23 Don & Penny Sorge 

                26 Doug & Donna Sick 

                30 Forrest & Kelly Slayton 
 

 



A POODLE and a collie are walking together 

when the poodle suddenly unloads on his friend.  

“My life is a mess,” he says, “My owner is mean, 

my girlfriend ran away with a schnauzer, and I’m 

as jittery as a cat.” 
 

Why don’t you go see a psychiatrist?” the collie 

suggests. 
 

“I can’t.  I’m not allowed on the couch.” 

 

RECIPE CORNER 
 

Venison Meat Loaf 

Marguerite English 
 

1 pound ground venison 

8 oz. Ragu spaghetti sauce 

2 eggs 

10 crushed Ritz crackers 

Handful green peppers & onions (precook in 

microwave) 

Seasoning to taste 
 

Bake 1 ¼ hours at 350˚ 
 

Rhubarb Cake 

Sally Stiles 
 

1 ½ cup sugar 

½ cup butter 

2 eggs 

1/3 cup milk 

2 cups raw rhubarb 

½ cup nuts 

¼ teaspoon cloves 

¼ teaspoon allspice 

¼ teaspoon salt 

1 ½ teaspoons cinnamon 

2 cups flour 

1 teaspoon soda 
 

Beat together sugar, butter. Eggs & milk.  Add 

spices and flour.  Beat well.  Fold in nuts & 

rhubarb.  Pack in well-greased 13” x 9” pan.  

Sprinkle sugar & cinnamon on top. 
 

Bake at 350˚ for about an hour. 
 

HEALTH CORNER 
 

Tips to Improve Mental Wellness 
 

Get Social.  A great way to relieve stress and 

stimulate brain activity is to socialize with friends 

and family. 

Move your body.  Exercise improves mental 

health by reducing anxiety, depression, and 

negative moods.  Exercise even boosts self-esteem 

and cognitive function! 
 

Look on the bright side.  Positive thinking is an 

optimistic approach to focusing on the good in any 

situation, leaving you healthier mentally, 

physically, and spiritually. 
 

Rest.  Rest is necessary for mental health 

maintenance.  Also, rest improves concentration 

and memory, promotes a healthier immune system, 

improves mood, and boosts metabolism. 
 

Develop coping skills.  Coping involves adjusting 

to unusual demands or stressors.  Finding a variety 

of healthy coping methods, like meditation or 

journaling, make managing stressful situations 

easier and reduces stress’s effect on your mental 

health. 
 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 

DANIEL WEBSTER 
 

If we abide by the principles taught in the Bible, 

our country will prosper.  But if we and our 

posterity neglect the instructions and authority in 

this Book, no man can tell how sudden a 

catastrophe may overtake us and bury our glory in 

profound obscurity. 
 

This is the Book that inspired thousands of men 

and women to travel to a New World where they 

could live and worship God in freedom.  This is 

the Book our forefathers drew upon for the great 

principles included in the Declaration of 

Independence and the Constitution. 
 

This is the Book that the people of America – in 

every walk of life – have turned to for strength, for 

comfort and for guidance.  This is the Book that its 

enemies burn – the Book they smear and fear, 

because it proclaims the dignity of the individual 

and teaches that all men are created in the image of 

God. 
 

America still needs the Bible!  We need courage to 

face today’s problems, and divine wisdom to solve 

them, just as our forefathers did.  We need to 

renew the spirit of faith in the Book that is the 

foundation of our personal well-being, and 

cornerstone of our country’s greatness.   
 



Let this Book revive in us the spirit of our fathers 

to face tomorrow unafraid.  Let us, too, turn to the 

Book that reveals the mind of God, His holiness, 

His love for lost sinners, and His salvation through 

Jesus Christ. 

********* 
 

A BOY enters a barber shop and the barber 

whispers to his customer.  “This is the dumbest kid 

in the world.  Watch while I prove it to you.” 
 

The barber puts a dollar bill in the one hand and 

two quarters in the other, then calls the boy over 

and asks, “Which do you want, son?”  The boy 

takes the quarters and leaves. 
 

“What did I tell you?” the barber says, “That kid 

never learns !!” 
 

Later, when the customer leaves, he sees the same 

boy coming out of an ice cream shop. 
 

“Hey, kid!  May I ask you a question?  Why did 

you take the quarters instead of the dollar bill?” 
 

The boy licks his cone and replies, “Because the 

day I take the dollar the game is over !!” 

 

TAKE TIME 
 

To pray, God requires it! 

To read the Bible, it’s God’s Word. 

To go to church, we need the fellowship. 

To make good friends, it makes life worth living. 

To rest, our body requires it. 

To smile, it brightens the lives of others. 

To tell your family members you love them. 

To enjoy nature, it’s God’s gift to you. 

To be kind to your pets, it warms their hearts. 

To feed the birds, God honors this deed. 

To blow the dust off your mind, read good books. 

To visit the aged, someday we’ll be old. 

To visit the sick, our day will come. 

To enjoy your home, you worked hard for it. 

To be kind to children, they have a rough road. 

To encourage and help our young people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 18TH 
 

THE PUFFER’S  
 

5:30 PM – Picnic for AUMC 
 

7:00 PM – Concert for All 

 

LOVE OFFERING 

 

 

JULY & AUGUST 

Pastor Barre in office by 

Appointment Only 

 

JULY & AUGUST 
 

Pastor Barre in Office by 

Appointment Only 

 

 

SUNDAY, JULY 24TH  
 

 

COMBINED CHURCH SERVICE 

BY GOSPEL SINGER PATTI DAHL 
 

10:00 AM 
 

LOVE OFFERING 

Coff 

C 
 

Dish to Pass to follow 
 
 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 27TH 
 

CHURCH-WIDE STRATEGIC 

PLANNING MEETING 
 

6:00 PM - Dinner 
 

TF         Brain storming (dream) 

session to determine direction and 

goals for Avoca UMC during the  

next few years. 

Please plan to attend and share  

your ideas. 
 

Dinner reservations required 

 

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 7TH   
 

CHURCH SERVICE BY GOSPEL 

SINGERS “THE DUNNEMANS” 
 

10:00 AM 
 

LOVE OFFERING 
 

Cookie Hour to Follow 


