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I’m looking forward to seeing you and your visiting family in church this summer! (Hint, hint!) 

If you’re traveling, look for a church to visit and bring back the bulletin. I always enjoy seeing 

what other churches are doing. 

I’m taking two courses in July, both online. I have lots of reading and writing to do in preparation, 

so I am available to you by appointment. I will be in the office occasionally, but not for set hours. 

I plan to be at the campground a lot during the week, but my phone usually works there so you 

can always leave a message or text me. In addition to my class weeks and regular vacation, I am 

taking the advice of our District Superintendent and taking some renewal time as well. Having 

been in the ministry now for eleven years (9 in Avoca!) it’s time for a little break. I will be in 

church, but we will also be having some guest speakers and music groups filling in to lighten the 

load. Special thanks to Cindy for offering to take on the liturgy/hymn selection for the summer!  

Our guest speakers and musicians will be taking up special collections. We have decided to stop 

focusing on the well project for the summer but will resume in the fall. We have already 

surpassed our initial goal and I have to thank everyone who has contributed. I can’t imagine 

even camping without safe water (and electric and AC and…) let alone living my life in fear of 

what disease I and my family might catch next. Our gifts will allow Heifer International to help 

hundreds of people live their best lives. 

As I have said many times, PLEASE do not get overwhelmed by the various offerings for these 

events, the United Methodist Special Sundays, and the regular offering and mission’s basket! 

Please support the church first, then do what you feel led to do. That might mean generously 

supporting one project that is important to you, or it might mean that you donate a few dollars 

to each mission. These are all opportunities that are open to you, not demands for money. 

Support what touches you and what you feel God would have you give to. 

Finally, it is time to dream about the future again. We did this a few years ago with Rev. Linda 

Glantz. We have basically met those initial goals, and it is time to celebrate our accomplishments 

and plan where we go from here. EVERYONE is welcome to attend this dream session on July 27 

at 6:00PM (we will need reservations for dinner). It is important to step back from the routine 

grind and look at the bigger picture. God has blessed AUMC mightily and we are grateful. Let’s 

see if we can dream as big as our God! 

And don’t forget to Bee A Disciple!  

Pastor Barre  


