
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 
 

The regularly scheduled meeting was held October 

13, 2022 with 10 members present. 
 

Lay Leadership 

• Two changes will be presented during the 

Annual Church Conference – Marge Wood will 

replace Rita Slayton on the Board of Trustees 

and Linda Jones will be placed on the Worship 

Committee 
 

Strategic Planning/Sound System 

• Two remote microphones have finally been 

received after 15 months 

• A choir microphone has been purchased 
 

Lay Leader 

• Cindy Gottschall will attend “Teaching Biblical 

Faith” in Horseheads to update her Lay Servant 

requirements 
 

Worship 

• November 6 – All Saint’s Day 

• November 13 – Veterans Day 

• November 19 – Thanksgiving Service & 

Harvest Dinner @ Avoca with Wallace 

Wesleyan Church 

• November 27 – First Sunday of Advent & 

decorate church for Christmas 

• Nov 27-Dec 25 – “Shower for Jesus” to collect 

baby items for Pregnancy Resource Center 

• December 10 – 9A-Noon – Lighthouse 

Christmas & 3P – Dave Burdick concert with 

dinner to follow 

• December 24 – 7P – Christmas Eve service @ 

Avoca 

• December 25 – 11A – Worship Service, cake to 

follow service 

• January 8, 2023 – Undecorate church following 

the service 
 

 Pastor Parish Relations Committee (PPRC) 

• Have requested Pastor Barre to remain another 

year 
 

Men’s Fellowship 

• Men’s Fellowship is struggling with 5-6 there 

each week   

• Great discussions 

• Additional people always welcome. 
 

 

Membership Committee  

• Current membership 79 

• Joe Lawrence has been added to membership 

• Four membership letters issued, 3 who have not 

    responded to requests for three years will be 

    submitted for removal from membership at 

    Church Charge Conference 

• Nine membership letters issued to individuals 

that wished to remain members of AUMC but 

have not demonstrated any commitment to 

Church in last 5 years. Two responded.   

•    Seven membership letters issued to individuals 

that have not demonstrated any commitment to 

Church in last 2 1/2 years. Two responded.  

 

Ramp Committee 

• Number 646 completed  

• 16 ramps are pending  

• Repairs made on 2 ramps 

• Office of the Aging’s Hornell Partners for 

Growth has offered to take the Ramp Guys on 

as one of its projects. It is hoped that significant 

funds will be received in November to allow the 

completion of the 16 pending ramps 
 

Puppets 

• Nothing new to report 
 

Chatter on the Ladder 

• Self-sustaining financially 

• Average attendance 10-12 each day 

• Excess funds will be used for Lighthouse 

Christmas 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

• Safe Sanctuary Policy – on hold 

• Active Shooter Policy – on hold 

• A scout maybe interested in updating the 

Memorial Bricks as his Eagle Scout project 

• Identifying alternate Sunday School teachers still 

in progress. 

• Security cameras for the church and parsonage 

have been received. First cameras will be 

installed at the parsonage. The Security 

Committee will determine placement of cameras 

at the church. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

• Nothing to report 
 

 

 



FUNDRAISERS 

• Merchant cards - $840.58 thru October 20th 

• $800 has been spent for three concerts 
 

CONCERTS 

• December 10 (Saturday) – Dave Burdick, 

concert @ 3PM, dinner to follow 
 

Trustees Report for September/October 2022 

Meeting Submitted by Bill Heard 
 

Members Present for Sep 08, 2022 meeting: Bill 

Snyder, Janet English, Al and Bev Belanger, Gary 

Weldy, Don Loveland, Pastor Barre Butts, and Bill 

Heard. 

• Water usage data provided by the Town of 

Avoca was correct and the increase usage was 

attributed to watering of the flowers. We 

discussed the issue and determined we will not 

use the same watering system next year. 

• Replacement LED lights have been installed in 

the Sanctuary which almost completes the 

changeover to all LED lighting in the church.  

This will help reduce the overall electric 

consumption for the church.  

• A new faucet was installed on the outdoor hose 

at the parsonage. 

• A new drain line and faucet was installed on the 

utility sink at the church. 

• Replaced water tank trip lever in the women’s 

bathroom. 

• The sidewalk curb was repainted yellow. 

• The fluorescent tubes and ballasts that were 

replaced with LED lighting have been donated 

to Corning Grace UMC and the Howard 

Community Center.  

• The boilers have been serviced. 

• The church was power washed. 

• Replacement of the dining room floor tiles was 

discussed and put on hold at this time. 

• Keeler Services was contacted to give an 

estimate to air condition the sanctuary and 

narthex. 

• The parsonage front porch needs two boards 

replaced that are starting to rot. 

• The carpet in Narthex will be shampooed on 

October 17, 2022. 

• Replacement of broken window in Pastor 

Barre’s office will be completed on October 14, 

2022. 

• Approved Mountain View District United 

Methodist Women to use the church March 3, 

2023 with a snow date of March 10, 2023. 
 

• The Boy Scouts have requested use of the church 

the third Saturday each month for a drive-thru 

spaghetti dinner.  

• The Trustees have received Howard Warner’s 

bequeath.   
 

The next meeting is scheduled for November 10, 

2022. 

Treasurer’s Report  

September 2022 – Ron Salles  
 

We continue to carry a reserve in the General 

Fund.  The size of the reserve fluctuates from 

month to month, depending on the income and 

debts occurred, but most of the time there is 

enough working capital to keep our bills as they 

are received.  The General Fund is the money we 

use to pay the everyday bills, like power and heat, 

pastor’s salary, insurance, office expenses, etc.  I 

continue to pay our bills on time.   
 

On the Mission Fund side, the Heifer International 

Water for Life Project continues.  We have raised 

enough to support seven wells and I have sent that 

portion in.  That exceeds our original goal of six 

wells.  This campaign will continue until the first 

Sunday in November.   
 

The Lighthouse Mission is gearing up for the 

distribution time.    
 

The Campership Fund is mainly earned from the 

empty bottle and can drive, and some direct 

donations.     
 

The Ramp Mission, aka, The Ramp Guys have 

partnered with Cornell Cooperative Extension, 

FLXGives, and GiveGab, in an effort to raise 

enough funds to complete the remaining ramps on 

Glenn’s list.    
 

Thank you and God bless you!   
 

Thank you for remembering your United 

Methodist Church Membership Pledge, “To 

faithfully participate in its ministries by your 

prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, 

and your witness.”    
 

If you have any questions please contact  

Ron Salles (ronald.salles@me.com).    

mailto:sallesr@juno.com


MULTIMEDIA PRODUCTION 

Ron Salles 
 

Please visit our webpage at avocaumc.com and 

find the links to our Facebook page and YouTube 

Channel.   
 

We finally received our new microphones.  The 

old system served us very well, but it was time to 

replace them.  Praise God!   
 

I have had a couple of Sundays with issues that 

have prevented me from publishing through DVD 

and YouTube.  I believe I have put into place some 

protocols that should prevent these issues in the 

future.  If you do receive a DVD with no sound, or 

very low sound, please let me know.  Please accept 

my apology for any inconvenience you have 

experienced.     
 

We record the Sunday Service and publish it on 

our YouTube Channel.  Unfortunately, anything 

that is copyrighted must be removed from the 

recording and things that are private (like prayer 

requests) are also removed.  I try to only record the 

pertinent parts of the service, but sometimes 

someone may be recorded incidentally.  If you 

don’t want to be part of the YouTube recording, let 

me know and I’ll edit you out.   
 

If you can’t attend, or are traveling, you can still 

see the service.  I try to post it by that evening or 

the next day at the latest.  The post goes to the 

church’s Facebook account as well as the YouTube 

account.  If you are a YouTube subscriber, you 

should get notification when you log on to 

YouTube.  Please share with your family and 

friends.       

 

We also record the service on DVD, so if you can’t 

attend for any reason or you want to see the entire 

service with the prayers and music, etc., (or until 

the DVD is full, a little more than an hour), let me 

know and we will get a copy to you at no cost to 

you.   
 

If you have any questions, please contact  

Ron Salles (ronald.salles@me.com).    
 

MEN'S FELLOWSHIP 

Fred Groner 
 

KNOW THE SPIRIT OF THE LAW NOT JUST 

THE LAW ITSELF  - During Men's Group Bible 

study we spend much time trying to determine the 

proper Biblical meaning of the various topics 

under study. We try to determine the spiritual 

meaning of our study lesson as commanded by 

Jesus.  Jesus during His worldly ministry on earth 

continuously clashed with the Jewish Pharisees 

because while the Jews lived under and practiced 

the Mosaic Law, the Jews didn't understand the 

spirit of the Law.  The Jews seemed to believe in 

themselves and what they did was truly obedience 

to the Law, but they had essentially no spiritual 

relationship with GOD.  
 

A clear example of Jesus’ spiritual expectations of 

the Jews can be seen in Matthew 7:21-23.  Jesus 

says " Not everyone who says unto me, Lord, 

Lord, shall enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Many 

will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 

Prophesied in Your Name and in Your Name have 

cast out devils? and in Your Name done many 

wonderful works?  And then Jesus would profess 

to them.  I never knew you: depart from Me, you 

who work iniquity."  The Jews apparently lacked 

something that was very important to Jesus.  Jesus 

didn't want works; Jesus wanted the Jews to have a 

spiritual relationship with HIM.  Without a 

spiritual relationship with Jesus, works will get you 

nothing.  
 

Yes, the Jews obeyed the letter of the Law but 

Jesus knew He was absent from their hearts.  Bible 

study further shows that Jesus demanded a faith-

filled, spiritual  relationship with Him and works 

by themselves were useless.  Jesus spent His entire 

earthly ministry trying to get into the Jews’ hearts. 

Jesus wasn't successful and was subsequently 

crucified.  Jesus said to seek first the kingdom of 

GOD, and Jesus also said that the only way to the 

Father is through the Son and not through works. 
 

Bible study on. 
 

Men's Fellowship meets almost every Sunday at 

9:30am.  Welcome. 
 

LIGHTHOUSE CHRISTMAS – 2022 

Jim Young 
 

Eighty-three (83) families responded “yes” to 

come to the Lighthouse Christmas this year.  This 

represents a 34% increase over 2021’s total of 62 

families.  This year’s families consist of 91 Female 

Adults, 72 Male Adults, and 115 Children for a 

total of 278 individuals. 
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This year's Lighthouse Christmas will be 

Saturday, December 10th.  The distribution will 

be a totally drive-thru morning event.    
 

As in past years, each family will receive a banana 

box top and a bottom filled with food as well as a 

bag containing paper products.  Each family will 

also receive a $20 gift card from Tops or Save-A-

Lot to purchase meat for their Christmas dinner. 

In lieu of the gift shop, each family will receive a 

gift box of household goods, towels, gift items, 

tools, etc.  Each individual (277) will receive a 

hooded sweatshirt.  Families with children will 

receive toys for each child.   
 

The food items needed and suggested giving 

months are listed below.   However, anything you 

can donate will be sincerely appreciated and put to 

good use.  Please be sure the “best used by” date is 

June 2023 or beyond. 
 

FOOD BASKET SUGGESTIONS 

NOVEMBER  Cake mix, Frosting, Jiffy Corn 

Muffin Mix, Tuna 
 

GIFT BASKET NEEDS 

Cash and Walmart gift cards will be used to 

purchase the items in the family gift boxes.  To 

extent possible, please order your gift cards from 

the Merchant Card program through Dorene to 

earn funds for extra church activities.   A cash/gift 

card collection container will be placed on the 

table inside the sanctuary door. 
 

We sincerely appreciate your support of this local 

Mission project.  Because of you, many families 

living in the Avoca School District or who 

regularly attend the Avoca UMC will have a nicer 

Christmas during these uncertain times.  

 

UNITED METHODIST STUDENT  

DAY SUNDAY  

NOVEMBER 27, 2022 

 

Students are the future of The United Methodist 

Church.  In the 18th Century, our Wesleyan roots 

were formed around the importance of education 

and its role in spiritual formation. In fact, the 

original Special Sunday was created to help 

advance education for children - and today we call 

it United Methodist Student Day. 
 

For more than one-hundred years, United 

Methodists have been supporting their students’ 

educational needs through a special offering. The 

funds received from the offering go into the United 

Methodist Student Loan Fund to underwrite 

scholarships for United Methodist students. 

Scholarships are awarded to deserving United 

Methodist students annually 

 

CHRISTMAS QUIZ 
 

Circle True or False.  Then tally your score and see 

how well you know the biblical Christmas story!! 
 

1.  (T or F)  Joseph & Mary went from Nazareth      

             to Bethlehem. 

2.  (T or F)  When Joseph & Mary traveled, Mary 

 rode a donkey, but Joseph walked. 

3. (T or F)   The innkeeper told Joseph there was 

 no room in the inn. 

4. (T or F)   Jesus was born on the same night 

 Joseph & Mary arrived in      

            Bethlehem. 

5. (T or F)   Mary gave birth to her first-born son, 

 wrapped him in cloths and laid him 

 in a manger. 

6. (T or F)   Straw filled the manger where Jesus 

 lay. 

7. (T or F)   Jesus was born on a cold winter’s 

 night. 

8. (T or F)   Animals stood next to the manger. 

9. (T or F)   The stable was a cave. 

10. (T or F)   Joseph & Mary named Jesus the  

 night he was born. 

11. (T or F)   Some of the animals woke the baby 

 Jesus, but he didn’t cry. 

12. (T or F)   The shepherds were terrified when an 

 angel of the Lord appeared to them, 

 announcing Christ’s birth. 

13. (T or F)   The shepherds, then the Magi, came 

 to the manger. 

14. (T or F)   The shepherds with the Magi saw his 

 star. 

15. (T or F)   The Magi were from the east. 

16. (T or F)   King Herod sent the Magi to 

 Bethlehem. 

17. (T or F)   The Magi arrived on camels. 

18. (T or F)   Three Magi visited Bethlehem. 

19. (T or F)   The Magi came to the house where  

 the child and his mother were. 

20.(T or F)     After finding the child, the Magi    

              were warned not to go back to      

Herod.                                                                                   

 



BIRTHDAYS 

November        December 

7    Joe Lawrence       2  Marguerite English 

9    Pam Andrews       2  Cheryl Wise 

14  Bruce English       3  Bill Heard 

18  Mikey Sorge         4  Jane Salles 

19  Rosemary Ovenshire  7  Linda Jones 

20  Chuck Cagle       8  Bev Welch 

21  Pastor Barre Butts      13 Ron Salles 

28  Sharill Stewart      14 Lincoln Cagle 

29  Carol Preston      17 Mary Weldy 

        21 Sally Rogers 

        22 Bonnie Hunt 

        26 Marge Wood 
    

                    ANNIVERSARIES 

November       December 

9   Pat & Donna Wright   6    Bill & Sande Thomas 

21 Don & Cheryl Wise     

24 Henry & Cindy Gottschall 
 

RECIPE CORNER 
 

PASTA E FAGIOLI SOUP 

(Olive Garden Copycat Recipe) 

Linda Jones 

Ingredients: 

2 Tbsp olive oil, divided   

1 lb. lean ground beef 

1 ½ cups chopped yellow onions 

1 cup diced carrots (about 2 medium) 

1 cup diced celery (about 3 stalks) 

3 cloves garlic, minced (1 Tbsp) 

3 (8 oz) cans tomato sauce 

2 (14.5 oz) cans low-sodium chicken broth 

½ cup water, then more as desired 

1 (15 oz) can diced tomatoes 

2 tsp granulated sugar 

1 ½ tsp dried basil 

1 tsp dried oregano 

¾ tsp dried thyme 

½ tsp dried marjoram 

Salt and freshly ground black pepper 

1 cup dry ditalini pasta 

1 (15 oz) can dark red kidney beans, drained & 

 rinsed 

1 (15 oz) can great northern beans, drained & 

 rinsed 

Finely shredded Romano or Parmesan cheese, for 

 serving 

3 Tbsp minced fresh parsley 
 

 

Instructions: 

1.  Heat 1 Tbsp olive oil in a large pot over 

medium high heat, crumble in ground beef and 

cook, stirring occasionally until cooked through. 

2. Drain fat from beef then transfer beef to a plate, 

set aside.  Heat remaining 1 Tbsp olive oil in 

same pot. 

3. Add onions, carrots, and celery and sauté over 

medium-high heat until tender about 6 minutes, 

add garlic and sauté 1 minute longer. 

4. Add chicken broth, tomato sauce, water, canned 

tomatoes, sugar, basil, oregano, thyme, 

marjoram, and cooked beef.  Then season with 

salt and pepper to taste. 

5. Bring to a boil then reduce heat to medium-low, 

cover with lid and allow to simmer, stirring 

occasionally, until veggies are soft, about 15 – 

20 minutes. 

6. Meanwhile prepare ditalini pasta according to 

directions on package, cooking to al dente. 

7. Add cooked and drained pasta to soup* along 

with kidney beans and great northern beans.  

Thin with a little more broth or water if desired. 

8. Allow to cook 1 minute longer.  Stir in parsley, 

serve warm with grated Romano or Parmesan 

cheese. 
 

*If you don’t plan on eating all of the soup right 

away, I recommend adding the pasta to individual 

servings.  Otherwise, pasta gets soggy and absorbs 

too much broth. 
 

Servings:  6   Ready in:  50 

minutes 

Prep:  15 minutes  Cook:  35 minutes 
 

 

ADVENT DAILY DEVOTIONS 
 

The Advent devotions will begin Sunday, 

November 27th.  Those in the church email group 

will receive the daily devotion each morning.  If 

you would prefer a printed copy, or don’t have 

email, please place your name on the sign-up sheet 

on the bulletin board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHRISTMAS QUIZ 
 

1. True.  Luke 2:4 

2. False.  Although possible because of Mary’s 

condition, this isn’t mentioned in the Bible. 

3. False.  An innkeeper isn’t mentioned in the 

Bible.  Luke 2:7 

4. False.  Luke 2:6 

5. True.  Luke 2:7 

6. False.  The Bible doesn’t mention straw. 

7. False.  You’ll find this in the opening stanza of 

“The First Noel,” but not in the Bible. 

8. False.  The biblical account doesn’t mention 

any animals except the flock in nearby 

hills.  Luke 2:8 

9. False.  No stable is mentioned in either 

Matthew or Luke. 

10. False.  He was given the name by an angel 

before conception (Luke 1:31) and it was 

publicly confirmed at his circumcision (Luke 

2:21) 

11. False.  This is in the Christmas Carol “Away in 

a Manger,” not scripture. 

12. True.  Luke 2:9 

13. False.  The shepherds came to the manger not 

the Magi.  Luke 2:16, Matthew 2:11 

14. False.  The Magi saw the star.  Matt 2:2, 10 

15. True.  Matthew 2:1 

16. True.  Matthew 2:8 

17. False.  Most likely they used camels for travel, 

but you won’t find them mentioned in the Bible. 

18. False.  When you sing “The First Noel” or “We 

Three Kings,” remember the account doesn’t 

say how many.  Matthew 2:11 says gifts of gold, 

incense and myrrh were presented, but three 

gifts doesn’t mean three kings. 

19. True.  Matthew 2:11 – notice Joseph’s presence 

isn’t mentioned. 

20. True.  Matthew 2:12 

SCORING 

# Correct Scoring Comments 

19-20  Go Tell It on the Mountain!  You’re  an 

   advent expert. 

17-18  Ring the Bells, Let the Whole World Know

  you can stand on your own in the category 

       of Christmas trivia! 

15-16 What Child is This?  Are you sure you 

       know? 

13-14 Joy to the World – a make-up quiz will be 

  given later, be there! 

13 or less    Add a Bible commentary to your 

  Christmas list! 

 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH 

ALL SAINT'S DAY 

  

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8TH  

BOARD OF ELECTIONS 

  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12TH  

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

8:00 AM - 10:00 AM 

  

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19TH 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE & 

HARVEST DINNER  

4:45 PM 

  

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24TH 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27TH  

UM STUDENT DAY 

DECORATE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS 

  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10TH 

LIGHTHOUSE CHRISTMAS 

DAVE BURDICK CONCERT & DINNER 

  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11TH 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

8:00 AM - 10:00 AM 

  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17TH 

BOY SCOUT DRIVE-THRU 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 

  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24TH 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

7:00 PM 

  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25TH 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

CHURCH SERVICE @ 11:00 AM 

  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31ST 

NEW YEAR'S EVE 

  



 


